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Banshee, the finest and fleetest of
the many blockade runpers trading
between Liverpool snd Wilmington,
lay at anchor in the River Mersey.
mf. had completed a successful voy-
age under the command of Captain Blondin

was ahout to sturt upon another

Her decks, clean as those of u yacht, gave
no indication of her heing the carrier of a
eargo of great value to the Confederacy, but

w decks it was different. Huge oblong
oases had been enrefully hoisted aboard and
stowed away. ‘‘Machinery,” they were
marked; ‘‘machinery of war” would have

nearer the truth, for they were rifled

C destined for vse by the Sontherners

er eases thers were, smaller and more
nearly square, aleo labeled ‘'machinery,’”
taining the gun mounts and the ammuni

, and further aft still smaller cases eon.
falning small arins and nmmumtion for nse
in the ?,'nufwivrahr army, Norwere the means
of repairing physical damnge forgotten. The
after purt of the hold was filled with small
packages of surgical instruments and medical
supplies.

Taken all in all, the eargo was a
one, and Messre. Croft & Duncan, brokers,
the owners of the Banshes, hind godd resson
fo congratulate themaelves upon the selestion
by the Confederate pgenta --} a ship to earry
this eargo. nnd =il mare reason to congrat-
nlate Captain Blondin, whose skill and dar-
ing had made this selection possible,

Captain Blondin, small and slim of fignre
and immaculnte as to dress, was simple and
unaffected, as of old, Bueecss had not tnrmed
his head and his happiest momente wers
spent in the seclusion of his eabin and upon
the high seas.

He had juet figished an interview with Mr.
Oroft when Dalton, his first mate, eame be
low to say that a Mr. Rutherford desired to
seo him,

“T suppose that T must see him, Dalton,”
ho anid with n sigh, "“but T wish that all ths
ealling wonld come to an end; I am heartily
giek of it."

Big nnd rconrss
‘ml\” grayv oves that tv

vlnable

redd faond piant with
|I.L ‘t'll

gennlly il

gaver lookod one squurely in the face nnd n
would be jovial and familiar manner, soil _'i
as Lo linen and unkemnt o8 to person-——sueh
R man was Mr. Rutherford, the very antith
enis of Cuptain Blondin in all things

As Captarn Blondin Jocked st him for a

by '!'lrll' o Ll .'l! inEg. MK fhr“h[f it li"‘

He was n man of strong

moment,
"“.l avercame L

likes und dislikes, nwd there wis that ahont
Mr. Ruthoerford which wns enleulated to
arouse the Inttor loeling i him. It was
hard, however, to overcame his natural hab
ite of courtesy and ulmost involuntarily he
inguired what | il o for his visitor
S Mach or little, Captain, ' replied Ruther
ford an he took o sedt, unhbidden, and plaoed
his elbows upon e tahle and restod his faee
in his hands Muclh or Hitle, Uaptain. My
name’s Rutherford My orrund hore s e
put monev into vour poeket, of yon're wil
ing to have it put there, How would you Tike

to turn over o conl handred thousand dol
lars, Captain?"
For o few moments th

in" nt |-;p'1] oiher in

IWo men Entl gaz
Captain Blon
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din's face Mishied, then paled, as he lookwd
atondily nt his sitor: Rutherford s shifis
res waverad et wapig I'..;'.’:]' f'.'.,ml.;.L Foaier
nnd the abiects in the eabin, but oot the slight
oRt movenient or oxprosgsian i 1!|" former
l“-!l'ﬂ"li‘l! hin

CWhat 19 expoctedd from me in retarn for
thie sum '’ inguired Captain Blondin ot last,
hia voice quite enl il cvan

UNothing muel, Captah withing that
iF‘ hﬂ'l'l! In cdo Aree waes illone He oant o
Nll_ﬂjaii'il-ll glanee pround the vhits

. \"" nri :T]n!‘l' (in i, s

Weall, then, Captain, it's { ['m n rep
vosentative of the nited Stats nvern
ment. We want fo put n atop to this hloek
ade rnning | know U what von have
balow hntolis It's n reeo Thint we cean't
afford to have got aw; anid woe pre willing
to pav vou well for . A hundred thousand
l‘nﬁm-- 1w ned to e ploked up every dav, even
in n trade that pay o well as the contra
hand. What do vou sav to the proposition?'”’

Captain Blondin's roply w mrompt and
decismive

UYau soonndrall’” ke eaid hotlv.  *“Vion
‘!"llllll'. o vou think that Yo |.'|1‘t-,' ol
lars will n e L

nﬂﬂll'ﬂl red HYSHINNG T wWh iff pronf; ke
did not move from his zont

“Haar me oul, Captain, hefore vou decide

nidd coollv, ' Remember, T don 't

floally."" he

nﬂk vou to do maeh, and vao etand to mindee
0 fllI"IIlll ont ol . n fortnne wilthont risk
All T ask of vou is that vou will take the
Banshee to a cortain port that 1 will name.

anchor her in the harbor and leave her with
your erew And Tor this, merels this,**
miﬂﬂ kank 1o a whEper, ""for ths _'-nl!.'wl ™
ooihvio (.l-u- sum of just 100,000 in good British
L}

‘oAﬂ iiﬂ -|"rlf-' I\“I“'l"'rn!"] koenls witerhed
Captain Blondin's face. He read there first,
lonthing, then indecision. then what he took
fo ho a sudden glearn: of capidity \tid ns
he noticed this last, despite himeelf, he heaved
a sigh of relief, Then Captain Bloodin sat
dm' at the eabin table apposite him, lost
in deep meditation.

“One hundred thowsand in gold, " e said
.'m n til‘l’lﬂ. r.""'r to hi"l“l‘“‘ |I-..t]]"| tn i{llth'
erford. ."Om* hundrbd thousand in gold—a

une "
S A fortune.”” repeated Rutherford, T
% much to a young men who has s long

are him in which to enjoy it; it means

) ﬁd , friends, power. T wish that I were
?lm, (“Ptlh], and that you stood

r
L)
'&" said Captaip Blondin, ‘‘Stop. Do
pot distarh me. T most think, Will vou haye

' ?'pl'! You will find both upen the
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1n LSUURNA
] '~ A TALE OF THE CONFEDERACY

Rutherford rose, helped himself generous-
Iy to the wine and selected a fat, black cigar
and lit it. Then he returned to his chair,
where he leaned back quite at his ease regard-
ing Captain Blondin. The latter had risen
from his ehair and wag pacing up snd down
the cabin,

At Inst he approached the {able. Ruther-
ford felt instinctively that the erncial mo.
went had come; here e must win his fight
or lose it, He braced himself in his chair, his
lips partly open, his fongne ready to voice
s arguinents

““Mr. Rutherford,” said the Captain, *‘1
will pecept vour offer upon the following eon
ditions: \Jr-?l are o hring thos meney on
bonrd the ship and make the trip with me;
and 1 am pot to know the name of my port
of destination until I ask for it. The Banshee
suils tonight at 10 o'elock. 1 mention this
s0 that yon may know jost how mueh time

vaonl have in which to get the money on
sourd, "’ '

As he gpoke the look of exuliation npon
Hullu-rfnr:"— fave gradnally vanished. He

reflected for n moment befare he replied,
"“"You name terms which [ fear my su
periors will never pocept, Capiain Blondin,*’

-

When Lé Fevre again spoke his manner and
tone had sepsible ultered. _ -

“You seem inclined to deal farriv t £,
Captain Bloadin. ™' : . -

“1 am, sir. If | take the money &
must pe in accordance witl y Jetter
agreement.”’

“If yvou will allow ns
in for a conference you may have OUl
swer gt onee, DBefore de ! |
to comsult with ms .

““ 1< vn"fr;-‘l-_- fit vl Bere ' . .’.
are nope here fo disturh vonr councils
threw open the doors of Lhe &
ing into the cabin ns be spoke
they were vacant, A smmgle tn
S."l!h::.f nt vaour |-”|r|'.'.' ’\; | o (T e
stimmon ine when vou again desire my pre
ence,'’ _ )

A long and sarnest consuitation [oudowed
his departure from the cabin.  Experiencs
lind taught the three secret service men wal
(TS ﬁ:l"l"i‘ WhRE 'h\'i‘iuﬂ of 11}-‘. 10 AMONE
them, Montague stoutly holding ont for a
refusn] despite all the arguments that Lo
Fevre and Rutherford eould bring to Lean
upon him. It was nearly an hour aftér the
caplain had Jeft them that the boy who did

¢ all 1t

the nse of your

iding f
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That Evening a Lighter Was To wed Up Alongside the Banshee.

he snid disappointed)s [ dov not know ah
Mol i) that they will reluse Perhaps of
vou woalld have ap imterview with them the
alftnny might ha il‘l'll!lu‘rll =

al [ ou thank that it will do any gonil
I shil] be plogsed to seo them here, -,n.r ut

remeinbor, Mr. Rutherford, the conditions
which | pae eannat b chnnged '

Huotherford bowed and rose from his ehair
“T will gro for them'" he said. ‘1 will have
”-"‘!n here 'rl.:T‘l 1 ill-- honre.’

He was as good as his word, One of the
iwo men who relurmmed with him was o
1 iy g LA 11 ol | l.|"--| MIALOS Berel ke v
oo barenn at Lave rponl; the other, “""'”L'“".
his most trustod subordinnte, Captain Blon
din kpew both of them, by sight He e

cwived them with g
anme him well,

There wae =ilenee for a moment after the
party had sented themselves, 1o Fevre, a
smnll dark man, with an impassive face, wan
the firet to hreak it “Ts --uinln]r with vour
conditions wonld be n deed befitting the in
mate of & madhouss, Captain Rlondin, '
snid

‘1 havi MeRsOnR, =10 Wih regard to
the money, | have pressing and mmamediate
nesd of it and it will oot answer my purpose
fo rvviurn to 1,:\t'1’]'l~n{ to oolleet it An o f}"’
stipulation, regarding the port of destinn
tiop, 1 enjov the ufidence of mv om
plavers and do not wish to violate it l'l_\' onter
mmg into & definite agresment to deliver the
Hanshee at mnv port, ant 1 such time as I
mayv feal free to asl upon my own account,*’

’:Hnrliu-r g mee distinetion, Caplan Blon
din.'" remarked Fovre with an il con
|‘o'ali‘i| st

WPorhapse, sir: ot 1 amn privileged to make
it, if I a0 desire. There is nlways the chance
that circnmstances mav arise to prevent my
cArrving ont mvy part of the ngreoment For
instance, | may bo entrusted with messages
of importance, the delivery of which would
be more binding upon me than any agree
ment which I might make with yon. "

““In whioh cnse we would be aut just £100,
0, remarked Lo Fevre dryly, -

“Nol nt all, gir. IT I fail to deliver the Ban.
shee and her cargo at the port designated
by your agent your money will be returned
to yon at Liverpool. T do not wish to take
money thot 1 do npf earn.** 1

The faces of by li<teners plaidy showed
sstonishment, mipgled  wit admiration

)

el eourtesy which be

L
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the '|'1|'_‘. of the onbin n;r]-l'u-ut'!:i"i lm ns he
dood ety U T}-!‘ ~|1;||r|l»|'|it‘-'|-'. JIIN] irl]v'll'l'l"'l
lstm that they desired to see hitg. He quiet

desconded the eabin stairs and stood he
awniting their decigion

“1 have decided to nn‘c'l'!"f your lerms, { nyr
tuin Blondin,'" said Le Fevre, "I will ses
that the money s sent on board aftor night

Lore 1hem

full It will he sent off to the «,"H.kj mn light
or ghont 9 o'elock in charge of Mr. Ruther
ford, whom 1 have selected to pe G AN Y
on

At o fow minutes before O that evening a
Inrge Dghter in tow of a palling tug drew

up slongside of the Banshee, A bulky figure,
hegvily shronded in o great eont, clambered
ciumsily up the ship's side and presented it
solf before Captuin Blondin, Tt was Ruther
ford,

“T am here with the plunder, Captain,'’
enid Rutherford. **A hundred thousand in
good English sovercigns. Where will you
have them stowed 1"’

“In the eabin for tha presont
is ready to hoist them in. "

(e hy one the hoxes were 1If|i-t|

from the deck of the hghter to that of the
HBamshees, where stont sepmen hore them aft
to the eahin, Then Caplain Blondin led the
wav inte the cabin.
; “We must have holp here if wo are o
fimish within the hour, ' said Cayniain Blondin
ns they broke npon the third box. “I will
eall my sister Marie to ald us."'

As i'n}ﬂulu Rlondin returned to the cabin
n fow minutes later leading his sister Ruth.
erford permitted an exelnmation of surprise
to emonne him The delicate beauiv of her
fuee and figure was enhanesd by the band of
gold whieh rested npon ber glosey hlack hair
ltke a coronet and the richness of the gown
ehe wore, which was of purple silk with a
brond girdle of gold.

Clanrse and unoonth as he was, Ratherford
had an eye for beanty., His manner, ordi.
narily hold and assured, was hesitating and
confused before the gare of her ayes. He falt
imexpressibly relieved when the ceremony of
introduction was over,

Briefly Captain Blondin explained to Marie
what he wished her to do, Sge nssented and
{the eount went rapidly on,. Wi
finished and the last of the renailed
and stowed awav in a small sompartment
under the cabin floor.

“ How much money is there?'” nsked Marie
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( I hundred thionsand dollars,* ﬂ!l’l]il!d

i Blondin )
'.l-':-'rtll thonsand dollars, And it
with a

Confederney iy
Confederacy,
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«nid softly, ““The Con-
1 that it ean get, 1o earcy on
e hippier when we have
il nnd the strife 18 over.
(iood night, Mr. Ruth-

5 Poth men stood in g
tine after her departure,
carned o Rutherford.

i< for the Con-

satriot than her

inleem 1deas
growled Hutherd A\l stie
) ninst o nnd reason.
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rannot, ] will

1= worth more o mé
1|--:1--'l’-t ireachery Take hack vonr g
sir, and release me from my pledge.”
The earnestness with which he spoke
alarmed Rutherford and caused him to fear

for the ultimate snecess of his project,  His
training, howover, wtod d him 1 Rﬂnd Hteﬁd
and his countenance showed no trace of the
disappointment that he inwardly folt ns he
replied

ST pot insist, if vou're so opposed to it,
Captan Hut, oncee von eoms 1ot 1ink ”Iin“.
aver vou mav sea them in a ilirf“rl!n' li‘ht.
Suppose that vou take me and the money
wlotg with von, anvwav! 1f von decide not
to carry onl your _l-l.‘ll'f of the bargain, wh_v.

wo linve vour promise to return hoth to Liv

erpool [t satialied to trust hoth m}'mulf
“”.f '.:-- money i viNr }-_-I.||=_”

For some minutes, Captain Blondin was
silent,

O1 will do as von snggeest,”” he said at Jast,
HPhere 18 plenty of time to reach a final de-
cision, and, as yvou sayv, I may change my
mind, "'

After Captain Blondin had left the ecahbin
Rutherford deank o glues of wine, lit another
Clgar and stretehed himself .--.mf’urtnhiy in
hia chair.

Shat wae a narrow squeak,”’ he muttered
to mself, “*As near to o hack-down, with-
ot Iwil:]: one, ns I OVOT RAW. "

When Rutherford eame upon deck the next
morning he found the mate, Dalton, in charge.
It wak an idesl morning at sea; the hreeze was
frech and the waves dancad ill‘il{hll}' in the
clonr sunlight., The smoke of several steam-
ers could be seen and the npper sails of sev-
ernl sliips, but at snchl distanee that the Ban-
ghoe willh her low top hamper was |'lfr‘l]?ﬂlll}"
invisihle to them,

Dalton tonched his eap respecifully in an-
swer to Butherford’s snlotation. The latter
allnded to the Banshee's speed,

HERhe's o fast bont, xir."" replied the mate.
“Fast, but ticklish. We have to wateh her.
Rhie's 80 pirrow — nine times her heam in
length —that if she travelod light a good lap
on the broadside from a big roller might make
her turn tartle '

\ few minuter lator Claptain Blondin
iwoined them. Rotherford turned to him after
hes had relieved Dalton of the eommand of the
—I:,]l

Woll, Captain,® he inguired, “how do
von feel upon the subject after a night’s

“Hardly hike diseussing it,"" replied the
captain, smiling, “‘T will Jet you know my
tlecision when we have reached the ])Oillf.
where it wonld be pecessary to change the
Banshee's course, in case | should degide to
go on with the matter.”'

The only thing left for Rutherford to do
wps to acquiesce, This he did with a very
good grace, After that interview he devoted
most of his time to Marie Blondin. They
pent hours together, either wnlkimg up aml
down the deck or talking together in the
wreat cabin,

He found her a most agreeable companion.
Aw they grew better acquainted he gradn-
wly sod uneconseiously dropped the mask of
self-restrain - which he had imposed upon
himself at the beginning of their acquaint-
ance, and at times both his manner and
.,[,,...._-]j were conmse and volgnr, But she did
not appear to notiee the change in him, She
wae n good listener and she sneouraged him
to talk of himself, and vain and bomhbastie
as he was it proved to be a theme of greal
interost to him,

Engrossed in hiz flirtation with Marie Blon
din, Rutherford seareely noted the swift nas.
sage of the davs, and it was with a f""‘inn’
of surprise that he heard Captain Blondin
say one afternoon;

“Today is the eighth day ont, Mr.
forl. Tonight at 8 o'elock 1 shall Bm:"}:.,
hear from vou the name of cur port ol des.
tination. 1 have thought the matter ver
carefully, and have decided to abide by uy
agreement with Mr, Lo Fevre.

Rutherford was moch elated. :

“1 oan ive it to yon now," he }
Captain Blondin's small, gloved m .
m Prutut_

““Not now, Mr. Rutherford. T be of vo
. Fr!]hﬁr our compact. Fight OE!lml to-
ni htl o "h; O:r:li“l that I care to hear ("

0 clock that evening Ruth:
Captain Blondin sat in the‘mhin. "Irlﬁm
table before the captain lay his wateh, at
whioh time to time he glanced. m'u:.
erford was secrotly amused nt the tain's

over-punotiliousness, ns he regarded it; but
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